A History of Nimrod XV244 

The timescale of events noted below are taken from Squadron histories and are just a snapshot of events in the life of the aircraft.

XV244 was one of two prototype (XV147 and XV148) and thirty-eight production (XV226 to XV263) Nimrod aircraft manufactured under Air Staff Requirement (ASR) 381 to replace the Shackleton aircraft.
1970 - On 18 August the first engine ground run was carried out on XV244.
On 1 October XV244 made its maiden flight, piloted by JG Cruse for a flight time of 1hr 30mins.

[image: image1]On 6 November XV244 was delivered to RAF Kinloss.
1971 - Between the 20 and 27 May 201 Sqn Crew 7 (Capt-Sqn Ldr Flanagan) in XV244 made a liaison visit to CFB Greenwood and CFB Summerside, where they were hosted by VP415 Sqn.  During the visit a ground demonstration was organized and over 200 personnel from Summerside visited the aircraft.  A demonstration flight was also carried out with 16 Canadian passengers on board. The Aircraft Servicing Chief was Chf Tech Broadbent.
1972 - On 1 July a 42 Sqn crew, led by the RAF Kinloss Stn Cdr Gp Capt J de M Severne, flew Nimrod XV244 to Delhi to fly demonstration flights for the Indian Navy and Air Force.
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1974 - On 11 January 206 Sqn Crews 2 and 5 departed in XV244 and another Nimrod for Patrick AFB in Florida, via CFB Greenwood, for six weeks to participate in Exercise Trial Emporer.  This exercise was carried out with the Royal Navy at the Atlantic Undersea Test and Evaluation Centre (AUTEC) range at Andros Island in the Bahamas.  The aim of this trial was to drop and test the newly introduced Mk46 self homing torpedoes and to evaluate the wide range of tactical procedures which had been developed in the first years of the aircraft service life. This was also the first time that nine torpedoes had been carried in the bomb bay in one load.  During this trial a Board of Inquiry was also convened due to a torpedo being dropped from a fork lift truck, due to inadequate lifting equipment, as the torpedoes were being prepared for loading.
1973 - Between May and October Nimrod maritime patrol aircraft, during the ‘Second Cod War’ flew surveillance flights to establish the positions of Icelandic Government gunboats and United Kingdom trawlers within the 50 mile zone proclaimed by the Icelandic Government.  For the first time in a long while the surveillance of soviet forces took second place.
1975 - Between November and June 1976 the ‘Third Cod War' took place and Nimrod maritime patrol aircraft resumed intensive surveillance flights within the 200 mile fishing zone announced by the Icelandic Government. The sorties were mounted in order to fulfill three objectives: to support the Navy to locate British and Icelandic vessels; to provide a British military presence in support of UK trawlers; and to demonstrate to the Icelandic government the UK’s resolve to protect British fishing interests.
1976 - Between 25 September and 26 August 1977 XV244 was flown by 203 Sqn at RAF Luqa in Malta.
1977 - On 1 January on the establishment of the 200 mile European Economic Zone (EEZ), ‘Operation Tapestry’ began in earnest. Regular patrols by surface vessels and aircraft were required to patrol this area. This operation involved all maritime Nimrod Squadrons flying sorties on the task of monitoring fishing vessels and offshore oil rig and pipe installations. The task for 18 Group amounted to 2,160 flying hours per annum and extra hours were allocated for four Nimrods, of which three were flown from Kinloss and one from St Mawgan.  On an average, at least three sorties per week were flown in this role and the commitment continued unabated until it was finally undertaken by dedicated fishery protection aircraft in August 1985.
1979 - On 9 January 120 Sqn Crew 2 (Capt-Flt Lt J Fovargue) detached to Gibraltar in XV244 for 5 days. 
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1982 - On 5 April two 42 Sqn Nimrod MR1 aircraft, XV244 flown by Crew 1 (Capt-Flt Lt SC Smith) and XV258 flown by Crew 4 (Capt-Sqn Ldr MA Norris) with Crew 8 (Capt-Flt Lt JGTurnbull) on board departed for Wideawake Air Base, Ascension Island from St Mawgan, via an overnight stop at Lajes in the Azores, to form the first permanent RAF detachment as part of Operation Corporate.  Wg Cdr DL Baugh, OC 42 Sqn, was the first Detachment Commander and the squadron’s task was to carry out long-range reconnaissance patrols and provide SAR cover in support of the task force. 
Between 9 and 15 April 42 Sqn crews flew the following sorties in XV244 before they were replaced by 120 Sqn crews flying the Nimrod MR Mk2:  

On 10 April 42 Sqn Crew 8 (Capt-Flt Lt JG Turnbull) flew XV244 on a 8 hr 30 min surface surveillance sortie.   
On 11 April 42 Sqn Crew 8 (Capt-Flt Lt JG Turnbull) flew XV244 on a 9 hr 50 min surface surveillance sortie.

On 12 April 42 Sqn Crew 4 (Capt-Sqn Ldr MA Norris) flew XV244 on a 9 hr 30 min surface surveillance sortie. 
On 14 April 42 Sqn Crew 4 (Capt-Sqn Ldr MA Norris) flew XV244 on a 9 hr surface surveillance sortie.

On 15 April 42 Sqn Crew 4 (Capt-Sqn Ldr MA Norris) flew XV244 on a 9 hr 10 min surface surveillance sortie.

On 17 April 42 Sqn Crew 4 (Capt-Flt Lt C Montgomery) flew XV244 back to St Mawgan via Lajes (night stop), arriving on the 18 April.

Between the 1 and 7 May XV244 was one of the Nimrod aircraft flown by 42 Sqn which provided the northern SAR cover from St Mawgan and the southern SAR cover from Freetown, Sierra Leone for the 1 Sqn Harrier GR3 deployments to Ascension Is and flew SAR cover sorties on the 3 May by Crew 3 (Capt-Flt Lt I Scott) and 4 May by Crew 4 (Capt-Flt Lt C Montgomery).
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On 28 November there was a race at St Mawgan between a Nimrod MR1, XV244 (Pilot-Flt Lt Steve Smith), and an Aston Martin ‘Nimrod’ racing car (No 31 driven by Bob Evans and Tim Needell).  The race took place twice over a measured kilometre and was won both times by the car. In the first race the car was driven by Bob Evans with the car time 21.8 sec and the aircraft 25 secs, in the second race the car was driven by Tim Needell and the times were 22.5 secs for the car and 23 secs for the aircraft.

1983 - On the 11 October XV244 was delivered to Woodford at 7,538 airframe hrs for conversion to a MR Mk2 (Nim/Mod/3000) as Set No 028. 

1984 - On 5 November XV244 made its initial flight as a Nimrod MR Mk2.

On 20 December XV244 was ‘Cleared off Contract’ but retained at Woodford for Production ESM Assessment

1985 - On 12 March XV244 was delivered as a Nimrod MR Mk2 to RAF Kinloss at 7,601 airframe hrs 
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1986 - Between 3 and 29 May XV244 was one of four Nimrods participating in Exercise Rum Punch which took place at Patrick AFB, Florida. 

Between 12 and 26 June XV244 was one of two Nimrods flown by 206 Sqn which detached to Sigonella to participate in Exercise Tridente. 

1988 - On 6 July a 206 Sqn crewed Nimrod, XV228 (Capt-Sqn Ldr G Porter), scrambled from Kinloss to the scene of the worst ever oil rig disaster in the North Sea, the explosion and fire on the rig Piper Alpha. Over 25 rescue vessels and 10 helicopters were involved in the rescue operation that saved 61 lives from a total of 228 on board.  In all, three 206 Sqn crewed Nimrods attended the rescue operation over a period of 24 hrs, the other two aircraft being XV232 (Capt-Flt Lt S Pullen) and XV244 (Capt-Flt Lt Williams).  Sqn Ldr G Porter was awarded the Queens Commendation for Valuable Services in the Air for his work in the initial response to the disaster.

1989 - On 28 September 206 Sqn Crew 6 (Capt-Flt Lt C Birks) in XV244 did a flypast at the unveiling of the Banff Strike Wing Memorial along with two Buccaneers of 237 OCU and Europe’s last surviving Mosquito, a T3, RR299 (G-ASKH), which was owned by British Aerospace at the time.

1990 - Between 14 and 24 May XV244 was one of two Nimrods flown by 201 Sqn Crew 2 (Capt-Flt Lt Ridley) and Crew 7 (Capt-Flt Lt Skinner) which detached to Seeb to participate in Exercise Magic Roundabout. 
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1991 - On 2 August Iraq invaded Kuwait which heralded the start of the First Gulf War and on 12 August the first of 3 Nimrods detached to Seeb as part of Operation Granby, the UK commitment to the First Gulf War. Nimrod aircraft remained on operations in support of Operation Granby flying from both Akrotiri and Seeb until the cease fire and the last Nimrod MR2 returned to Kinloss on the 17 April 1991. 
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On 7 December 42 Sqn Crew 2 (Capt-Flt Lt C Cornall) left RAF St Mawgan in XV244 to take part in Operation Granby and stayed in theatre until the end of February 1991.  The crew were the most successful Nimrod operational crew in Operation Granby and were credited in assisting in six ‘kills’ and one ‘probable’. Their aircraft XV244 was painted with the nose artwork ‘Battlestar 42’. 
1992 - In July the first Nimrod MR2 aircraft deployed to Sigonella, Sicily to operate in the Adriatic in support of NATO and Western European Union (WEU) deployed task groups of warships enforcing the UN Security Council Resolutions (UNSCR) imposed on the states of the Former Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY).  The operations and dates were; Operation Maritime Monitor (16 Jul till 22 Nov 1992); Operation Maritime Guard (22 Nov 1992 till 15 Jun 1993) and Operation Sharp Guard (15 Jun 1993 till 19 Jun 1996). The deployment lasted for nearly four years and involved participation from all the Nimrod maritime squadrons and ground support personnel who rotated as and when a UK maritime force presence was required. The Nimrods flew fully armed with chaff and flare defensive aids with sorties flown mainly in the surface surveillance role. Their role was to support NATO and UN efforts in the Balkans by helping to enforce sanctions imposed on the various factions in the civil war in the former Yugoslavia by UN Security Council Resolutions.  In conjunction with other European and NATO allies, Nimrods patrolled and controlled access to the 600 mile long Adriatic Sea and the Strait of Otranto between the Yugoslavian mainland and the toe of Italy, challenging all ships in the area to identify themselves and their cargo.  Any suspicious vessels had NATO warships vectored towards them.  XV244 was one of the many Nimrod aircraft that deployed to Sigonella in support of these operations.
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1993 - Between 4 and 21 September 201 Sqn Crew 2 (Capt-Flt Lt M Andrews) in XV244 and Crew 4 (Capt-Flt Lt S Prior) in XV252 as the back up crew deployed to CFB Greenwood in Canada to participate in the Fincastle Competition.  The Fincastle Trophy however was won by the RAAF 11 Sqn Crew 5 (Flt Lt A Glover) who also won the VPI Fellowship Trophy.  The Nimrod ground-crew team leader was Chf Tech C Miles.  On the return journey the aircraft called in at CFB Shearwater to participate in the Shearwater Air Show.

1994 - Between 16 and 31 March XV244, flown by 206 Sqn Crew 9 (Capt-Flt Lt Davies) was one of two Nimrods deployed to the Falkland Islands to practice the Nimrod’s ability to support the Islands in times of crisis. 

1995 - On 29 April 120 Sqn Crew 3 (Capt-Sqn Ldr I Hampton) in XV244 participated in the Norfolk Air Show in Virginia USA.
1997 - Between 10 and 19 December XV244 was one of two Nimrods flown by 120 Sqn Crews 3 and 7 which detached to NAS Roosevelt Roads via NAS Key West to participate in a JIATF exercise.  
2001 - From 5 to 27 January XV244 was one of two Nimrods flown by 120 Sqn Crew 1 (Capt-Flt Lt J Buchanan) Crew 2 (Capt-Flt Lt D Coombs) which deployed to Bahrain as part of Operation Bolton, later Operation Resonate South.  This detachment carried out the initial “proving flights” of Nimrod aircraft being used in the maritime role in the Gulf area in order to carry out Maritime Interdiction Operations (MIOPS). The MIOPS were carried out in the Arabian Gulf to assist in the enforcement of UN oil sanctions against Iraq.  

Between 31 August and 17 September 120 Sqn Crew 8 (Capt-Flt Lt R McKenzie) in XV244 deployed, via Seeb and Diego Garcia, to Butterworth in Penang to participate in Exercise Stardex. They returned to Kinloss on the 17th via a refuel at Male, a night stop at Seeb and a refuel at Akrotiri.

From 27 September to early November XV244 was one of three Nimrod MR2 aircraft which participated in Exercise SAIF SAREEA II, a combined, joint exercise involving United Kingdom and Omani forces which took place in Oman. 'SAIF SAREEA II' was more than three years in the planning and was the most complete test to date of the United Kingdom's Joint Rapid Reaction Forces.  During this exercise the Nimrod force was accommodated under canvas within a Deployed Operating Base (DOB) scenario, not their usual detachment accommodation.  Shortly before the start of this exercise, on 11 September, airborne terrorist attacks were carried out on the US mainland by the Al Qaeda terrorist group.  This gave the exercise a new edge as Oman was within striking range of the Al Qaeda terrorist stronghold in Afghanistan.  It could not be guessed at this time that there would be a continual Nimrod MR2 presence in the Gulf area up till March 2009.

In October XV244 was damaged during a towing accident at RAFO Seeb in Oman. 
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Between 26 November and 20 December XV244 was one of two Nimrod aircraft flown by 42(R) Sqn crews which deployed to Bahrain via Akrotiri to carry out Maritime Interdiction Operations (MIOPS) as part of Operation Bolton. 

2002 - Between 2002 and 31 March 2009 Nimrod MR2 aircraft including XV244 flew in support of Operation Herrick, conducting operations over Afghanistan in support of Coalition troops operating from bases at Seeb, Thumrait, and Al Udeid at different times during the operation.
2003 - On 3 March the first of five Nimrod MR2s including XV244 and six crews deployed to Prince Sultan Air Base (PSAB) near Riyadh in Saudi Arabia in support of Operation Southern Watch and patrolled the southern no-fly zone over Iraq.  The aircraft had been fitted with the new L3 Wescam MX-15 electro-optical turrets and were used to obtain reconnaissance imagery over Iraq.  The Detachment Commander was OC 206 Sqn, Wg Cdr A Flint and the whole of NLS ‘B’ Shift, under the command of Sqn Ldr A McNeill, deployed to support the detachment. 
Between 2003 and November 2007 Nimrod MR2 aircraft including XV244 flew in support of Operation Telic, conducting operations over Iraq in support of Coalition troops operating from bases at Riyadh, Basrah, Kuwait, Al Udeid and Seeb.
2008 - On 18 September XV244 was handed back to the RAF after having undergone a Major 10 maintenance. The aircraft F700 was handed over to Gp Capt R Noel, the RAF Kinloss Stn Cdr, by Mr Steve Ludman of FR Aviation Services. This was the last and 294th Nimrod major maintenance carried out and took a time of 306 elapsed days and generated 37,926 man-hours of work.  
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                                        Last Nimrod Major XV244 - Maintenance Team 3 and Post Major Flight Test Crew
2009 - On 31 July XV244 made its last flight, after which it had flown 18,024.50 airframe hours.
2010 - On 26 March the Nimrod MR2 drawdown ceremony to mark the retirement of the aircraft was held in 4 Hangar at Kinloss, with XV244 being using as the static display aircraft and XV232 and XV250 (Capt’s-Sqn Ldr C Melen 201 Sqn and Flt Lt G Laing 42(R) Sqn) carrying out the flypast for the ceremony.  The 42, 120 and 201 Sqn Standards were paraded with Flt Lt Bill Speight giving a eulogy to the Nimrod and the valediction was given by AVM Steve Hillier, AOC 2 Group.

On 31 March XV244 and the Nimrod MR2 aircraft were withdrawn from service.

2012 - On 6 March XV244 was purchased by Morayvia.

On 21 March XV244 was moved from 11 Hangar to Bay 39 by Morayvia members with the assistance of Spey Bay Salvage.
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On 27 April XV244 was moved from Bay 39 to Bay 61 by Morayvia members with the assistance of Spey Bay Salvage.
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2014 – On 13 January XV244 was named “Duke of Edinburgh” by the Lord Lieutenant of Moray, Lt Col Grenville Johnson. The ceremony was carried out in 13 Hangar at Kinloss Barracks.
Nimrod XV244 Transfer Details from the Airframe Log Card
The dates annotated below are taken from XV244’s Airframe Record Card and NMSU/NSG records. 

18/08/70 - Initial engine run

01/10/70 - Initial flight, for a duration of 1hr 30mins, piloted by J Cruse

06/11/70 - Delivered to RAF Kinloss having flown 13hrs 20mins airframe hrs

09/12/72 - Transferred to the Nimrod Major Servicing Unit (NMSU) for a Major 1 servicing at 1,268 airframe hrs

09/01/73 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss

13/02/75 - Transferred to the NMSU for a Major 2 servicing at 2,609 airframe hrs

18/04/75 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss

03/09/76 - Transferred to RAF St Mawgan at 3,545 airframe hrs

25/09/76 - Transferred to 203 Sqn RAF Luqa, Malta at 3,619 airframe hrs

26/08/77 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 4,233 airframe hrs

24/10/77 - Transferred to the NMSU for a Major 3 servicing at 4,262 airframe hrs

25/02/78 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 4,265 airframe hrs

09/04/80 - Transferred to RAF St Mawgan at 5,659 airframe hrs

23/05/80 - Transferred to the NMSU for a Major 4 servicing at 5,839 airframe hrs

16/10/80 - Transferred to RAF St Mawgan at 5,842 airframe hours

15/06/83 - Transferred to the NMSU for a Major 5 servicing at 7,536 airframe hrs

11/10/83 - Delivered to Woodford at 7,538 airframe hrs for conversion to a MR Mk2 (Nim/Mod/3000) as Set No 028 

15/11/84 - Initial flight as a Nimrod MR Mk2

20/12/84 - Cleared off Contract but retained at Woodford for Production ESM Assessment

12/03/85 - Delivered as a Nimrod MR Mk2 to RAF Kinloss at 7,601 airframe hrs

05/08/88 - Transferred to the NMSU for a Major 6 servicing at 9,576 airframe hrs

13/02/89 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 9,580 airframe hrs

20/04/92 - Transferred to the NMSU for a Major 7 servicing at 11,509 airframe hrs

10/12/92 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 11,512 airframe hrs

10/01/95 - Transferred to the NMSU for a Minor Star servicing at 12,653 airframe hrs

08/03/95 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 12,653 airframe hrs

17/02/97 - Transferred to the NMSU for a Major 8 servicing at 13,890 airframe hrs

23/09/97 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 13,894 airframe hrs

11/01/00 - Transferred to the NSG for a Minor Star servicing at 14,352 airframe hrs 

10/03/00 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 14,352 airframe hrs

01/02/02 - Transferred to the Nimrod Support Group (NSG) for a Major 9 servicing at 15,423 airframe hrs

04/09/02 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 15,426 airframe hrs

07/02/05 - Transferred to the NSG for a Minor Star servicing at 16,735 airframe hrs 

06/06/05 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 16,735 airframe hrs

23/11/06 - Transferred to the NSG for a Minor 2 servicing at 17,517 airframe hrs 

01/02/07 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 17,517 airframe hrs

07/11/07 -Transferred to the NSG for a Major 10 servicing at 17,617 airframe hrs (This was the very last Major servicing carried out on Nimrod aircraft as the Nimrod MR2 fleet started its drawdown in readiness for the Nimrod MRA4) 
11/09/08 to 16/09/08 - To Norwich Airport for a repaint post Major servicing

19/09/08 - Transferred to RAF Kinloss at 17,623 airframe hrs

31/07/09 - Last flight, after which the ac had flown a total of 18,024.50 airframe hrs

01/08/09 - Transferred to the NSG for an Equalised 1 maintenance period, due to finish 18/02/10, when on 15/12/09 the Secretary of State for Defence announced that the Nimrod MR2 fleet would be withdrawn from service in March 2010, a year earlier than the original planned date. The maintenance was not completed and the aircraft was reassembled for disposal.

26/03/10 - Used as the static display aircraft during the Nimrod MR2 drawdown ceremony at RAF Kinloss to mark the retirement of the aircraft. 
31/03/10 - Withdrawn from service and retained as a complete aircraft.

15/11/11 - Now the only Nimrod aircraft left at RAF Kinloss and stored in 11 Hangar, complete with all internal fittings and equipment except the Spey 250 engines and the three number 6 fuel tank cells, awaiting outcome of fate.

06/03/12 - XV244 was purchased by Morayvia.

21/03/12 - XV244 was moved from 11 Hangar to Bay 39 by Morayvia members with the assistance of Spey Bay Salvage.
25/04/12 - XV244 was moved from Bay 39 to Bay 61 by Morayvia members with the assistance of Spey Bay Salvage.
XV244 Major Servicing Record

	Aircraft
	Major
	Airframe Hours
	Input Date
	Output Date
	Man Hours
	Remarks

	XV244
	1
	1,268
	9-Dec-1972
	9-Feb-1973
	12,668.00
	 

	XV244
	2
	2,609
	13-Feb-1975
	18-Apr-1975
	13,112.00
	 

	XV244
	3
	4,262
	24-Oct-1977
	15-Feb-1978
	26,735.00
	 

	XV244
	4
	5,839
	19-Jun-1980
	16-Oct-1980
	25,283.00
	 

	XV244
	5
	7,536
	17-Jun-1983
	11-Oct-1983
	23,355.45
	 

	XV244
	6
	9,576
	5-Aug-1988
	13-Feb-1989
	27,426.00
	 

	XV244
	7
	11,509
	20-Apr-1992
	10-Dec-1992
	31,186.06
	 

	XV244
	8
	13,890.00
	17-Feb-1997
	23-Sep-1997
	27,016.40
	 

	XV244
	9
	15,423.10
	01-Feb-2002
	04-Sep-2002
	33,419.10
	 

	XV244
	10
	17617.30
	07-Nov-2007
	19-Aug-2008
	35824.30
	This was the last Nimrod Major carried out of a total of 294
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